
Atrazine saves the soil 
• Atrazine improves the environment through use in conservation tillage 
• Governments around the world approve atrazine for use 

Greensboro, N.C., USA, April 21, 2010 – As people around the world recognize Earth Day, it’s 
also a good time to recognize the vital role the herbicide atrazine plays in protecting the 
environment and promoting responsible land stewardship. Besides helping to effectively and 
affordably control a broad spectrum of weeds, atrazine is essential to conservation tillage and  in 
agriculture that can reduce soil erosion by up to 90 percent, when compared to intensive tillage. 
When using atrazine products, farmers in the United States are turning more to conservation 
tillage and no-till systems. In 2008, atrazine was applied to more than 60 percent of conservation 
tillage and no-till corn acres.1 Atrazine-enabled no-till agriculture provides huge environmental 
benefits: 

• Preventing soil erosion: No-till agriculture dramatically lessens the loss of soil and its 
nutrients, and prevents the kind of soil run-off that clogs streams and waterways. o 
Preventing erosion protects aquatic ecosystems and preserves the quality of our nation’s 
water. 

o No-till agriculture reduces soil erosion by as much as 90 percent when compared 
to intensive tillage 

o United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) ranks sediment runoff as the 
number one pollutant in our nation’s waterways. 

• Conserving water: Because crop residue from previous harvests (stalks, husks, etc.) is left 
on the ground, and the soil is not plowed up, evaporation is limited and more water stays 
in the soil. 

• Cutting fuel costs to famers: Less plowing means lower production costs and reduced 
emissions because of fewer equipment trips across the field. 

• Reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions: the constant plowing up of agricultural land 
required by old-style agriculture to control weeds results in the massive release of CO2 
into the atmosphere from decomposing organic matter in the soil. No-till keeps that CO2 
trapped in the ground. Switching to no-till promotes the storage of about 600 pounds of 
carbon in an acre of soil each year.2 

Because of its vital role in weed control and popularity in more than 60 countries around the 
world, atrazine has been carefully studied for years. World-renowned institutions including the 
World Health Organization, the National Cancer Institute and Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) all have studied atrazine and found no health concerns when used as directed. 

"Atrazine continues to pass the most stringent regulatory standards for safety," said Chuck 
Foresman, technical brand manager for Syngenta. "In 2006, the EPA re-registered atrazine for 
crop protection use. And Syngenta works closely with growers in many watershed projects and 
in other stewardship programs to ensure that atrazine is used according to EPA guidelines and 
best management practices we’ve helped develop." For more information, visit 
www.atrazine.com. 
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Syngenta is one of the world's leading companies with more than 25,000 employees in over 90 
countries dedicated to our purpose: Bringing plant potential to life. Through world-class science, 
global reach and commitment to our customers we help to increase crop productivity, protect the 
environment and improve health and quality of life. For more information about us please go to 
www.syngenta.com or www.growmorefromless.com. 1 Source: Conservation Tillage 
Information Center 2 Source: Oak Ridge National Laboratory### 
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Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements This document contains 
forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, ‘would’, 
‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. 
Such statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to 
differ materially from these statements. We refer you to Syngenta's publicly available filings 
with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about these and other risks 
and uncertainties. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to 
reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. This document does not constitute, or 
form part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to purchase or 
subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta. 
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